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Economy 

Import surge widens trade deficit to USD 7.47bn in Q1 

November 08, 2026 

 

 Bangladesh's trade deficit widened sharply to USD 

7.47bn in the first quarter of the fiscal 2026-27 as 

rising import payments outpaced export growth, 

pushing the current account back into deficit and 

increasing pressure on the country's external 

sector. 

 The trade deficit stood at USD 5.71bn in the 

corresponding period of the previous fiscal year, 

according to Bangladesh Bank data.  

 Import payments on a free-on-board (FOB) basis, 

including exports processing zones (EPZs), rose 

15.1pc year-on-year to USD 19.33bn during July-

September, compared with USD 16.8bn a year 

earlier. 

 
From: https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/import-surge-widens-trade-

deficit-747b-q1-1594176 

 

Reserves drop to after USD 1.64bn ACU payment 

November 08, 2026 

 

 Bangladesh's foreign exchange reserves fell to 

USD 34.85bn (BB calculation) from USD 36.38bn 

(BB calculation) after the country paid USD 1.64bn 

in regional import bills through the Asian Clearing 

Union (ACU). 

 The ACU, a Tehran-based organization, facilitates 

payment settlements among nine member 

countries: India, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Iran, the 

Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 

 
From: https://www.thedailystar.net/business/news/reserves-drop-

3485-billion-after-acu-payment-4316506 

 

Foreign debt nearly triples in a decade 

November 08, 2026 

 

 Bangladesh’s foreign debt has almost tripled in 10 

years, a steeper rise than in any other South Asian 

country except the Maldives, according to the 

World Bank. 

 Even so, the country has a lower debt burden 

relative to export earnings than Pakistan, Sri Lanka 

and Bhutan. However, its burden is higher than 

that of India and Nepal. 

 
From: https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/foreign-

debt-nearly-triples-decade-4317831 

 

Government accepts high-interest-bearing Japanese 

loans 

November 08, 2026 

 

 Bangladesh is set to resume borrowing highest-

interest Japanese loans after failing to convince 

the financier to offer more concessional terms in 

what officials say a shift in government approach 

to overseas borrowing. 

 Analysts say borrowing at steeply raised 3.5-

percent interest is destined to bloat repayment 

obligations as huge sums of funds will be taken 

for Japanese-funded metro-rail projects, apart 

from two immediate loans for two development 

projects. 

 The government prepares to sign two loan 

agreements for the Upazila Governance and 

Development Project and the Investment Climate 

Improvement Project shortly under the revised 

lending terms, according to officials at the 

Economic Relations Division (ERD). 
 

From: https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/economy/government-

accepts-high-interest-bearing-japanese-loans 

 

Energy and Power 

Summit LNG terminal resumes operations after 

maintenance 

November 08, 2026 

 

 Gas supply to the national grid has increased as 

Summit's floating LNG terminal in Maheshkhali, 

Cox's Bazar, resumed operations after 

maintenance, restoring supplies from both the 

country's LNG terminals. 

 According to Petrobangla data at 2PM, total gas 

supply stood at 2,408 million cubic feet per day 

(MMCFD), including 1,584 MMCFD from domestic 

gas fields and 824 MMCFD from LNG. 

 
From: https://observerbd.com/news/604476 

 

Corporate 

BRAC Bank cuts export document processing time from 

40 days to one 

November 08, 2026 

 

 BRAC Bank has completed Bangladesh's first fully 

digital export documentary collection transaction, 

reducing document processing time from 40 days 

to just one day through the use of blockchain 

technology and an electronic bill of lading. 

 The transaction marks a significant step towards 

paperless international trade, demonstrating how 

digital technology can help Bangladeshi exporters 

reduce delays, improve operational efficiency and 

manage working capital more effectively, says a 

press statement. 

 
From: https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/bangladesh/brac-bank-cuts-

export-document-processing-time-from-40-days-to-one 
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Capital Market 

DESCO profit jumps 34pc in Q1 on higher revenue, 

improved efficiency 

November 08, 2026 

 

 After staging a significant financial turnaround in 

FY26, Dhaka Electric Supply Company (DESCO) 

continued its recovery in the first quarter of FY27, 

posting a 34pc year-on-year growth in profit to 

BDT 778mn (USD 6.4mn) driven by higher 

distribution revenue and improved operating 

efficiency. 

 The state-owned power distributor's earnings per 

share (EPS) rose to BDT 1.78 (USD 0.015) in the 

July-September quarter from BDT 1.33 (USD 

0.011) (restated) in the same period a year earlier, 

according to its price-sensitive information (PSI) 

disclosed on Thursday. 

 
From: https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/bangladesh/desco-profit-

jumps-34pc-in-q1-on-higher-revenue-improved-efficiency 

 

Eastern Lubricants’ profit grows 33pc in FY26 

November 08, 2026 

 

 Eastern Lubricants Blenders posted a record 

annual profit of BDT 90.95mn (USD 0.75mn) in 

FY26, driven by higher sales of base oil and 

increased non-operating income. 

 The state-owned company's profit grew 33pc 

year-on-year, while earnings per share (EPS) rose 

to BDT 38.20 (USD 0.31) in FY26 from BDT 28.80 

(USD 0.24) in the previous year, according to a 

stock exchange filing on Thursday. 

 
From: https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/bangladesh/eastern-

lubricants-profit-grows-33pc-in-fy26 

 

Matin Spinning’s Q1 profit more than doubles on 

higher prices, lower tax 

November 08, 2026 

 

 Matin Spinning Mills’ first-quarter profit more 

than doubled year-on-year to BDT 245mn (USD 

2.0mn) in the July-September quarter, supported 

by higher sales volume, improved selling prices 

and a lower tax rate. 

 The textile manufacturer registered more than 

32pc growth in sales revenue to BDT 2.94bn (USD 

24.1mn) during the quarter, according to a stock 

exchange filing on Wednesday. 

 
From: https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/bangladesh/matin-

spinnings-q1-profit-more-than-doubles-on-higher-prices-lower-tax 

 

Trade and Commerce 

CAAB plan to increase airport charges 

November 08, 2026 

 

 The Civil Aviation Authority of Bangladesh (CAAB) 

is considering raising several airport and aviation 

service charges, with proposed increases ranging 

from 10pc to 33pc.  

 The plan covers fees paid by airlines for landing, 

passenger boarding bridges, route navigation and 

airport services outside regular operating hours. If 

implemented, the increases would add to airlines' 

operating costs and could put further pressure on 

airfares. 

 
From: https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/aviation/what-airport-

charges-does-caab-plan-increase-and-how-much-1595221 

 

Govt plans to cut business approval time to 18 days 

November 08, 2026 

 

 The government is planning a major overhaul of 

Bangladesh's investment regime, aiming to slash 

the time required to secure all business startup 

licenses, clearances, and approvals from up to 355 

days down to just 18 days. 

 The initiative aims to boost domestic and foreign 

direct investment by eliminating bureaucratic 

delays. Under the proposed system, investors will 

be able to obtain 11 of the 12 required statutory 

documents within a single day each. The 

government also plans to reduce prerequisites, 

allow parallel application processing, and 

introduce a single digital platform to streamline 

operations. 

 
From: https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/govt-plans-cut-business-

approval-time-18-days-1594341 

 

Bottled soybean oil supply shrinks 

November 08, 2026 

 

 Bottled soybean oil has virtually disappeared from 

many retail shops in the city as refiners reportedly 

curtail supplies, raising concerns among 

consumers and traders over a possible fresh price 

hike. 

 The supply squeeze has forced consumers to pay 

higher prices for loose soybean oil, while refiners 

are seeking a further BDT 14-per-litre (USD 0.11) 

increase, despite the government having raised 

prices by BDT 5.0 (USD 0.04) a litre in September 

this year. 

 
From: https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/trade/bottled-soybean-oil-

supply-shrinks 

 

International 

World food prices dip in October 

November 08, 2026 
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 World food prices edged lower in October as 

weaker import demand contributed to monthly 

declines in cereal, dairy and meat prices, but were 

still nearly 6pc higher than a year earlier, the 

United Nations’ Food and Agriculture 

Organization said on Friday. 

 The FAO Food Price Index, which tracks monthly 

changes in international prices for a basket of food 

commodities, averaged 133.9 points in October, 

down from a revised 135.6 in September. 

 
From: https://www.thedailystar.net/business/global-

economy/news/world-food-prices-dip-october-4317866 
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DISCLAIMER 

 

The information contained in this report has been compiled by IDLC Securities Limited (IDLC-SL) from sources 

believed to be reliable, but no representation or warranty, express or implied, is made by IDLC-SL as to its 

accuracy, completeness, or correctness. Expressions of opinion herein were arrived at after due and careful 

consideration and were based upon the best information then known to us, and in our opinion are fair and 

reasonable in the circumstances prevailing at that time.  

 

All opinions and estimates contained in this report are subject to change without notice due to changed 

circumstances and without legal responsibility. This document is not and should not be construed as an offer or 

the solicitation of an offer to buy or sell any securities. It does not constitute a personal recommendation or take 

into account the particular investment objectives, financial conditions, or needs of individual clients. Clients should 

consider whether any advice or recommendation in this research is suitable for their particular circumstances. 

IDLC-SL accepts no liability whatsoever for any direct or consequential loss arising from any use of this report or 

the information contained herein. 

 

IDLC-SL and its affiliates, officers, directors, and employees may have positions in, and buy or sell, the securities, 

if any, referred to in this Document. Our salespeople, traders, and other professionals may provide oral or written 

market commentary or trading strategies to our clients and our proprietary trading desks that may reflect 

opinions that are contrary to the opinions expressed in this Document and may make investment decisions that 

are inconsistent with the recommendations or views expressed in this research. 

 

By issuing this research report, each IDLC-SL analyst named in this report hereby certifies that the 

recommendations and opinions expressed herein accurately reflect the research analyst's independent views 

about any and all of the subject securities or companies discussed herein, and no part of the research analyst's 

compensation was, is, or will be, directly or indirectly, related to the specific recommendations or views expressed 

in this report. On top of that, no part of the research analyst's compensation was, is, or will be, directly or indirectly 

related with any kind of investment banking activities. 

 

This document is not directed to, or intended for distribution to or use by, any person or entity that is a citizen or 

resident of or located in any locality, state, country, or other jurisdiction where such distribution, publication, 

availability or use would be contrary to law or regulation. The information and data provided herein is the 

exclusive property of IDLC-SL. No part of this material can be (i) copied, photocopied, or duplicated in any form 

by any means or (ii) redistributed without the prior written consent of IDLC-SL.  
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Mohammad Tashnim Senior Research Associate mtashnim@idlc.com 880 1730 70 16 45 

Zareen Binte Shahjahan Senior Research Associate zareen@idlc.com 880 1708 46 95 95 

Muntasir Mohammad Analyst muntasirm@idlc.com  
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