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Economy

Subsidised food distribution falls, raising poverty
concerns

October 11, 2026

e Foodgrain distribution at subsidized rates
declined in the first quarter of the current fiscal
year, mainly because of a fall in open market sales
(OMS), raising concerns about the impact on
poverty and food security.

e Government agencies, including the Directorate
General of Food, distributed 7.55 lakh tons of
grains in the July-September period of fiscal year
2026-27, down 7pc from the same period a year
earlier, according to food ministry data.

From:
https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/subsidise
d-food-distribution-falls-raising-poverty-concerns-4295331

Banking

For new loan, IMF may seek deadline for fixing weak
banks

October 11, 2026

e The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is likely to
seek time-bound measures to resolve problems in
vulnerable banks and set specific targets and
deadlines for domestic revenue collection as
conditions for a new loan programme, according
to government officials.

e The possible conditions will be discussed when a
Bangladesh delegation led by the finance minister
meets senior IMF officials in Bangkok later this
week on the sidelines of the IMF-World Bank
Annual Meetings, scheduled for October 12-17,
finance ministry officials confirmed to The Daily
Star on condition of anonymity.

From: https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/new-
loan-imf-may-seek-deadline-fixing-weak-banks-4295336

Trade and Commerce

Govt in talks with Singapore’s PSA to operate more Ctg
Port terminals: Minister

October 11, 2026

e "The government has already taken steps to bring
APM Terminals into the operation of the Laldia
Terminal, while discussions with PSA and other
leading operators are ongoing," the minister said
at a press conference following the signing of an
agreement with Dubai-based global port operator
DP World to operate and manage the New
Mooring Container Terminal (NCT) at Chattogram
Port.

e The signing ceremony was held at Invest
Bangladesh's office in Dhaka's Agargaon.

From: https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/nct-deal-safeguards-
bangladeshs-interests-rabiul-1566721

Money changers can now sell up to USD 3,000 against
travel entitlement
October 11, 2026

e Bangladesh Bank has raised the amount of US
dollar notes and coins that licensed money
changers can sell at a time to outbound
Bangladeshi travellers to USD 3,000 from USD
2,000, to ease their foreign exchange needs.

e Inacircularissued today, the central bank allowed
licensed money changers to sell the higher
amount against travellers' annual private travel
entitlement.

From: https://www.thedailystar.net/business/news/money-changers-
can-now-sell-3000-against-travel-entitlement-4293671

Steelmakers pin hopes on revival of govt projects
October 11, 2026

e The resumption of public infrastructure projects
has raised hopes of a recovery among
steelmakers, who have been struggling with weak
demand, rising costs and financial pressure.
However, a lasting recovery will depend on
whether renewed construction activity translates
into stronger steel sales.

e Steel demand declined mainly because public
construction and government infrastructure
projects slowed after the political changeover in
August 2024, said Sumon Chowdhury, secretary
general of the Bangladesh Steel Manufacturers
Association (BSMA).

From:
https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/steelmak
ers-pin-hopes-revival-govt-projects-4295346

Telecom

BTRC puts BDT 500 emergency balance proposal on
hold

October 11, 2026

e The Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory
Commission (BTRC) is considering a proposal to
raise the maximum Emergency Balance (EB) limit
for mobile subscribers from BDT 200 to BDT 500,
but has put the proposal on hold for now to
scrutinise the conditions attached to the service
and ensure that customers are not adversely
affected.

e "We want to increase the Emergency Balance limit,
but we need to study the conditions first. Different
conditions are attached to different services, so we
need to evaluate them carefully to ensure that
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customers do not suffer,” Md Emdad ul Bari,
chairman of the BTRC, told The Daily Star.

From: https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/btrc-
puts-tk-500-emergency-balance-proposal-hold-4295391

Capital Market

Market size key hurdle to emerging status for
Bangladesh: FTSE Russell

October 11, 2026

e Bangladesh's capital market has recently met
some key requirements for elevation to emerging
status. Still, the main criterion it falls short of is the
required market size, according to global index
provider FTSE Russell.

e Avreportthat FTSE Russell published this week says
that, to be upgraded to emerging market status,
Bangladesh must have at least five eligible stocks,
each with an investable market value of at least
USD 150mn, and a combined market value of at
least USD 11.54bn. Eight securities meet the first
threshold, but together they lag far behind the
USD 11.54-bn mark.

From: https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/bangladesh/market-size-
key-hurdle-to-emerging-status-for-bangladesh-ftse-russell
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DISCLAIMER

The information contained in this report has been compiled by IDLC Securities Limited (IDLC-SL) from sources
believed to be reliable, but no representation or warranty, express or implied, is made by IDLC-SL as to its
accuracy, completeness, or correctness. Expressions of opinion herein were arrived at after due and careful
consideration and were based upon the best information then known to us, and in our opinion are fair and
reasonable in the circumstances prevailing at that time.

All opinions and estimates contained in this report are subject to change without notice due to changed
circumstances and without legal responsibility. This document is not and should not be construed as an offer or
the solicitation of an offer to buy or sell any securities. It does not constitute a personal recommendation or take
into account the particular investment objectives, financial conditions, or needs of individual clients. Clients should
consider whether any advice or recommendation in this research is suitable for their particular circumstances.
IDLC-SL accepts no liability whatsoever for any direct or consequential loss arising from any use of this report or
the information contained herein.

IDLC-SL and its affiliates, officers, directors, and employees may have positions in, and buy or sell, the securities,
if any, referred to in this Document. Our salespeople, traders, and other professionals may provide oral or written
market commentary or trading strategies to our clients and our proprietary trading desks that may reflect
opinions that are contrary to the opinions expressed in this Document and may make investment decisions that
are inconsistent with the recommendations or views expressed in this research.

By issuing this research report, each IDLC-SL analyst named in this report hereby certifies that the
recommendations and opinions expressed herein accurately reflect the research analyst's independent views
about any and all of the subject securities or companies discussed herein, and no part of the research analyst's
compensation was, is, or will be, directly or indirectly, related to the specific recommendations or views expressed
in this report. On top of that, no part of the research analyst's compensation was, is, or will be, directly or indirectly
related with any kind of investment banking activities.

This document is not directed to, or intended for distribution to or use by, any person or entity that is a citizen or
resident of or located in any locality, state, country, or other jurisdiction where such distribution, publication,
availability or use would be contrary to law or regulation. The information and data provided herein is the
exclusive property of IDLC-SL. No part of this material can be (i) copied, photocopied, or duplicated in any form
by any means or (ii) redistributed without the prior written consent of IDLC-SL.
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