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Economy

Excess liquidity in banks pushes treasury bill yields
below 9pc

August 17, 2026

e Interest rates on treasury bills have declined by
21-25bps as banks are flush with excess liquidity
while demand for private-sector credit remains
weak.

e According to Bangladesh Bank data, the yield on
91-day treasury bills fell below 9pc to 8.93pc on
16 August, down from 9.19pc a week earlier. The
yield on 182-day treasury bills declined to 9.07pc
from 9.32pc, while the rate on 364-day bills fell to
9.13pc from 9.33pc over the same period.

From: https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/banking/excess-liquidity-banks-
pushes-treasury-bill-yields-below-9-1516916

Trade and Commerce
Capital machinery faces longest port delays
August 17, 2026

e Capital-machinery imports, crucial for setting up
factories and expanding production, take an
average of 13.3 days to clear through Chattogram
port, with more than half of that time being
consumed before customs even receives the Bill of
Entry (B/E), according to a latest analysis by
Chattogram Customs House.

e Aone-day delayin cargo clearance is estimated to
result in a 1.0 per cent loss of trade. The cost of
the delays, however, is ultimately borne by
businesses and consumers, as prolonged
clearance of machinery can postpone factory
commissioning, capacity expansion and new
investment while adding to production and
logistics costs.

From:  https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/bangladesh/capital-machinery-
faces-longest-port-delays

New panel formed to address tea industry woes
August 17, 2026

e The government has formed a 12-member
committee to oversee the development of
Bangladesh'’s tea industry, which is facing financial
strain from years of losses, high borrowing costs,
falling exports, rising production expenses and
low productivity.

e The Prime Minister's Office issued a notification
yesterday forming the Monitoring and Advisory
Committee, with the commerce minister as its
chairman.

From:  https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/new-panel-
formed-address-tea-industry-woes-4249361

Capital Market
Foreign investment in stocks keeps falling
August 17, 2026

e Foreign investors continue to pull out of the local
stock market due to a mix of nearly half a dozen
reasons, including policy and regulatory
uncertainty, weak corporate earnings and
banking-sector problems, currency risks and
overall negative sentiment.

e In the last fiscal year 2025-26, foreign investors
withdrew a net USD 223mn from the stock market.
The outflow in FY26 was higher than the USD
138mn recorded a year earlier, according to
Bangladesh Bank data.

From: https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/foreign-
investment-stocks-keeps-falling-4249376

International
Dollar falls on surprise drop in US retail sales
August 17, 2026

e The dollar fell on Friday after data showed US
retail sales unexpectedly declined in July, helping
send the euro and sterling to multi-month highs,
as traders weighed Federal Reserve policy.

e Retail sales dropped 0.6pc last month after an
unrevised 0.2pc gain in June.

From:  https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/dollar-falls-
surprise-drop-us-retail-sales-4249286

Gold retreats after hitting two-month peak
August 17, 2026

e Gold fell more than 1pc on Thursday as investors
locked in gains after prices climbed to two-month
highs following US inflation data that was in line
with expectations, tempering expectations for a
Federal Reserve rate hike next month.

e Spot gold fell 1.2pc to USD 4,354.58 per ounce by
12:58 a.m EDT (1658 GMT). Prices touched their
highest level since June 5 earlier in the session at
USD 4,449.39.

From: https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/gold-retreats-
after-hitting-two-month-peak-4249271
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DISCLAIMER

The information contained in this report has been compiled by IDLC Securities Limited (IDLC-SL) from sources
believed to be reliable, but no representation or warranty, express or implied, is made by IDLC-SL as to its
accuracy, completeness, or correctness. Expressions of opinion herein were arrived at after due and careful
consideration and were based upon the best information then known to us, and in our opinion are fair and
reasonable in the circumstances prevailing at that time.

All opinions and estimates contained in this report are subject to change without notice due to changed
circumstances and without legal responsibility. This document is not and should not be construed as an offer or
the solicitation of an offer to buy or sell any securities. It does not constitute a personal recommendation or take
into account the particular investment objectives, financial conditions, or needs of individual clients. Clients should
consider whether any advice or recommendation in this research is suitable for their particular circumstances.
IDLC-SL accepts no liability whatsoever for any direct or consequential loss arising from any use of this report or
the information contained herein.

IDLC-SL and its affiliates, officers, directors, and employees may have positions in, and buy or sell, the securities,
if any, referred to in this Document. Our salespeople, traders, and other professionals may provide oral or written
market commentary or trading strategies to our clients and our proprietary trading desks that may reflect
opinions that are contrary to the opinions expressed in this Document and may make investment decisions that
are inconsistent with the recommendations or views expressed in this research.

By issuing this research report, each IDLC-SL analyst named in this report hereby certifies that the
recommendations and opinions expressed herein accurately reflect the research analyst's independent views
about any and all of the subject securities or companies discussed herein, and no part of the research analyst's
compensation was, is, or will be, directly or indirectly, related to the specific recommendations or views expressed
in this report. On top of that, no part of the research analyst's compensation was, is, or will be, directly or indirectly
related with any kind of investment banking activities.

This document is not directed to, or intended for distribution to or use by, any person or entity that is a citizen or
resident of or located in any locality, state, country, or other jurisdiction where such distribution, publication,
availability or use would be contrary to law or regulation. The information and data provided herein is the
exclusive property of IDLC-SL. No part of this material can be (i) copied, photocopied, or duplicated in any form
by any means or (ii) redistributed without the prior written consent of IDLC-SL.
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