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Economy 

Net FDI inflows drop 28pc in first half of 2026 

October 12, 2026 

 

 Bangladesh recorded a sharp decline in net 

foreign investment inflows in the first half of 2026 

as fresh equity inflows from international investors 

slumped, raising concerns. 

 During January-June this year, net foreign 

investment declined 28pc year on year, from over 

USD 1,100mn to roughly USD 795mn, according 

to the latest Bangladesh Bank (BB) data. 

 
From: https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/net-fdi-

inflows-drop-28-first-half-2026-4296376 

 

Excess liquidity, weak credit demand push Treasury bill 

yields below 8pc 

October 12, 2026 

 

 Yields on treasury bills fell below 8pc in 11 

October auction for the first time since October 

2023, as excess liquidity in the banking sector and 

weak private-sector credit demand drove down 

the government's short-term borrowing costs to 

their lowest levels in nearly three years. 

 According to Bangladesh Bank data, the yield on 

91-day Treasury bills declined to 7.65pc, while 

those on 182-day and 364-day bills fell to 7.75pc 

and 7.89pc, respectively. 

 
From: https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/banking/excess-liquidity-

weak-credit-demand-push-treasury-bill-yields-below-8-1569656 

 

Bangladesh's foreign debt rises to USD 114.98bn at end 

of Apr-Jun 

October 12, 2026 

 

 Bangladesh's foreign debt grew by 3.65pc from 

the previous quarter to reach USD 114.98bn at the 

end of the April-June quarter of the previous fiscal 

year, according to Bangladesh Bank data. 

 At the end of the final quarter, public sector 

foreign debt increased by USD 4.19bn to hit USD 

95.10bn. In contrast, private sector foreign debt 

declined by USD 140mn to stand at USD 19.89bn. 

 
From: https://www.thedailystar.net/business/news/bangladeshs-

foreign-debt-rises-11498-billion-end-apr-jun-4296051 

 

Capital Market 

GQ ball pen maker returns to profit after 9 years, shares 

jump 6.65pc 

October 12, 2026 

 

 GQ Ball Pen Industries, the maker of the once-

popular Econo ballpoint pen, has returned to 

profitability after nine consecutive years of losses, 

posting a net profit of BDT 13.1mn (USD 0.107mn) 

in FY26 as it cuts operating costs and earns rental 

income from its commercial property. The 

company last reported a profit of BDT 15.5mn 

(USD 0.127) in 2016.  

 Following the earnings disclosure and dividend 

announcement, the company's share price rose 

6.65pc to BDT 609.30 (USD 4.994) on the Dhaka 

Stock Exchange (DSE).  

 
From: https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/stocks/econo-ball-pen-

maker-returns-profit-after-9-years-shares-jump-665-1569686 

 

Weak self-regulation by brokers, asset managers 

exposes investors to scams 

October 12, 2026 

 

 Self-regulation and strong supervision by 

associations can help protect investors from 

scams committed by brokers and asset 

management companies. 

 Market intermediaries can self-regulate through 

their associations by formulating and enforcing 

their own guidelines, as they do in many countries. 

The associations may have committees to keep 

watch on the operations of their members. 

 
From: https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/bangladesh/weak-self-

regulation-by-brokers-asset-managers-exposes-investors-to-scams 

 

Olympic Industries recommends 35pc dividend, plans 

BDT 33.8mn (USD 0.277mn) land purchase 

October 12, 2026 

 

 Olympic Industries has recommended a higher 

dividend even though its earnings fell marginally 

to BDT 1.99bn (USD 16.3mn) during the financial 

year 2025-26 ended on June 30. 

 The leading biscuits and confectionery maker said 

it would pay a 35pc cash dividend to its 

shareholders for the financial year 2025-26, higher 

than the 30pc paid a year earlier, according to a 

price-sensitive disclosure. 

 
From: https://www.thedailystar.net/business/news/olympic-industries-

recommends-35-dividend-plans-tk-338cr-land-purchase-4295866 

 

Energy and Power 

Bangladesh enters nuclear era as fission starts at 

Rooppur unit-1 

October 12, 2026 

 

 The first controlled fission reaction started on 

Sunday at Unit-1 of the Rooppur Nuclear Power 

Plant, marking Bangladesh's entry into nuclear 

power generation. 

 The reactor achieved first criticality — a self-

sustaining nuclear chain reaction — after the 
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Bangladesh Atomic Energy Regulatory Authority 

(BAERA) granted the B-2 licence on Thursday. 

 
From: https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/trade/bangladesh-enters-

nuclear-era-as-fission-starts-at-rooppur-unit-1 

 

Corporate 

Walton signs deal with Kenyan firm to expand in Africa 

October 12, 2026 

 

 Walton Hi-Tech Industries has signed an 

agreement with Kenya-based North Light 

Holdings to expand its market presence in the 

African country. 

 Under the memorandum of understanding, the 

two companies will collaborate to sell, market and 

promote Walton products while providing 

customer care services to grow the Walton brand 

in the region. 

 
From: https://www.thedailystar.net/business/news/walton-signs-deal-

kenyan-firm-expand-africa-4295976 

 

Telecom 

BTRC sets base price for lower-band spectrum 

October 12, 2026 

 

 The Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory 

Commission (BTRC) has proposed a base price of 

BDT 2.14bn (USD 17.5mn) per MHz for a block of 

E-GSM spectrum with limited interference, a 

lower-frequency band that helps mobile operators 

extend network coverage and improve indoor 

connectivity. It has also proposed a price of BDT 

178 crore per MHz for another block with higher 

interference. 

 The telecom regulator has decided to seek 

government approval for the proposed prices 

before holding the auction, which it intends to 

conduct this year.  

 For customers, the additional spectrum could 

improve network coverage and capacity, 

particularly in areas where mobile networks face 

congestion or coverage gaps. It could also support 

more reliable mobile internet services as operators 

deploy additional capacity. 

 
From: https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/btrc-

sets-base-price-lower-band-spectrum-4296351 

 

Trade and Commerce 

Marubeni eyes new investments in Bangladesh 

October 12, 2026 

 

 Japanese conglomerate Marubeni Corporation is 

interested in expanding its existing investments in 

Bangladesh and entering new industrial sectors, 

including fertilizer production, information 

technology and ship recycling. 

 The corporation also sees opportunities to 

modernize the Karnaphuli Fertilizer Company 

(KAFCO), improve natural gas efficiency and 

increase fertiliser production capacity. The 

Japanese trading group is an equity investor in 

KAFCO. 

 
From:

 https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/maruben

i-eyes-new-investments-bangladesh-4296356 

 

International 

Gold hits one-week high 

October 12, 2026 

 

 Gold rose for a second straight session on Friday, 

touching a one-week high, as bargain buying 

emerged after bullion fell to two-month low 

earlier this week, while traders assessed the 

likelihood of further US Federal Reserve interest 

rate hikes. 

 Spot gold rose 1.5pc to USD 4,194.36 per ounce 

by 03:29 p.m. EDT (1929 GMT), heading for a 

weekly gain of about 1.3pc. 

 
From: https://www.thedailystar.net/business/global-

economy/news/gold-hits-one-week-high-4296326 
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DISCLAIMER 

 

The information contained in this report has been compiled by IDLC Securities Limited (IDLC-SL) from sources 

believed to be reliable, but no representation or warranty, express or implied, is made by IDLC-SL as to its 

accuracy, completeness, or correctness. Expressions of opinion herein were arrived at after due and careful 

consideration and were based upon the best information then known to us, and in our opinion are fair and 

reasonable in the circumstances prevailing at that time.  

 

All opinions and estimates contained in this report are subject to change without notice due to changed 

circumstances and without legal responsibility. This document is not and should not be construed as an offer or 

the solicitation of an offer to buy or sell any securities. It does not constitute a personal recommendation or take 

into account the particular investment objectives, financial conditions, or needs of individual clients. Clients should 

consider whether any advice or recommendation in this research is suitable for their particular circumstances. 

IDLC-SL accepts no liability whatsoever for any direct or consequential loss arising from any use of this report or 

the information contained herein. 

 

IDLC-SL and its affiliates, officers, directors, and employees may have positions in, and buy or sell, the securities, 

if any, referred to in this Document. Our salespeople, traders, and other professionals may provide oral or written 

market commentary or trading strategies to our clients and our proprietary trading desks that may reflect 

opinions that are contrary to the opinions expressed in this Document and may make investment decisions that 

are inconsistent with the recommendations or views expressed in this research. 

 

By issuing this research report, each IDLC-SL analyst named in this report hereby certifies that the 

recommendations and opinions expressed herein accurately reflect the research analyst's independent views 

about any and all of the subject securities or companies discussed herein, and no part of the research analyst's 

compensation was, is, or will be, directly or indirectly, related to the specific recommendations or views expressed 

in this report. On top of that, no part of the research analyst's compensation was, is, or will be, directly or indirectly 

related with any kind of investment banking activities. 

 

This document is not directed to, or intended for distribution to or use by, any person or entity that is a citizen or 

resident of or located in any locality, state, country, or other jurisdiction where such distribution, publication, 

availability or use would be contrary to law or regulation. The information and data provided herein is the 

exclusive property of IDLC-SL. No part of this material can be (i) copied, photocopied, or duplicated in any form 

by any means or (ii) redistributed without the prior written consent of IDLC-SL.  
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Name Designation Email Contact Number 

Md. Fahad Been Ayub Business Analyst MdFahad@IDLC.com 880 1521 43 81 88 

Mohammad Tashnim Senior Research Associate mtashnim@idlc.com 880 1730 70 16 45 

Zareen Binte Shahjahan Senior Research Associate zareen@idlc.com 880 1708 46 95 95 

Muntasir Mohammad Analyst muntasirm@idlc.com  
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